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R EUTERGELD

As MarIin LuLher LransltrLed Lhe Vulgate Blble inLo Ger-
man, so too dld Fritz Reuter seL dorvn into a written languag,e
Plattdeutsch, the Low German vernacular langLlage spol<en
yet on the northern c.oastal areas of Germany and the off-shore
islands.

Reuter was born in SL.avenhagen, Mecl<_lenburg-schwer:i n,
Nov.'.[-1Oi i810. After studying 1aw at RosLock anc] .1ena, in
1833 he was sentenced to death for high treason r,,hi1e a member
of a sLudent political club. The sentence was redrrcecl Lo
30 years, releasecl aL the end of seven yeitrs by Lhr: goorl
offices of the Duke of Mecklenburg.

After he marriecl Luise Kunze in 1850, he r^/as at tutor
in TrepLow, Pommerania. Ilc later lived in Ner,rbranclenbtrrg,
lB56-1863; he then moved Lo i.lisenach, rvhere he died on .Jrrly
12, t874.

The birthplace of Fritz Reuter is shown on the back of a
Mark note, undated, issued by Stavenhagen. Reuter r s portrait
is on the face. The note was printed by Baerensrungsche
Hofbuchdruckerei, Schwerin.

Notgeld issued by some of the towns already mentioneclinclude an iron 2O-millimeter coin from Stav"nhug"n ruithg frcing bust of Reuter, undated; a1so, a 20.2 mm aluminum50-Pfennig piece, also undaLed , rvi th the facing busL.A set of nine 50-pfennig notes issuecl in the fall lgZjin Eisenach includes a facing portraiL of Frjtz Reuter ancjhis signature plus one of his pitny quotations.
From Nerrbr:anrlenbLrrg i.r trio of 75_pfennig noLes, rlat_r,,rl

Jrfy 2, 1921, show the same face design, "Fii t, H"uter j rnRatskeller," and a quotation from him on the back. The noteswere designed by Louis Koch, Halberstadt.
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A Fritz Reuter quote appears on the back of a 25_pfennignote of Doemitz/Mecklenburg, issue_daled June 1, tg20Not pertaining to Reuter but in the style of some ofthe Reutergeld is ; six_note set of one Mark Values designedby Egon Tschirch, Rostock, one of the five designers of Reu_
:;'fi:lflirjf." nores are undared bu t lgzz upp"u.u by rhe name

An ',Aushilfsschein" was issued in Stavenhagen Nov. 1,iil';,"i',t1"iJ." racing portr"i;";i" Reurer and a couple or
An undated set of 25_ and 5O_pfennig and one Mark noteswas printed by Baerensrungsche Hofbuchdruckerei, Schwerin(owned by I{ust ) somernat in . the 

"aVfe of the Reutergeld .Some have control numbers, others do not. The one Mark noteshows the home where Reuter was born.The same 
. printing 

.p1ant produced Z5_ and 5O_pfennig
:;::"i"ri!,,d.::. ru, , , 14zz', i""u"J -0, -s;""'; 

, 
o,lji".h 

no ref er_
When it became the rage 

- 
following World War I to fleecethe collectors with colorlul pup". 

"onotge1d, 
Max ReinholdWust, Schwerin, was a master. And n" hu9_ u printing p1ant.It was his scheme to produce lO,-25 and 50_pi"i,rig notesfrom each town, to be produced under the Reutergeld_Ge_

iitliiiSil. rhe societv would sc'u"n rhe designs submirred
Commission members included professor Dr. Josephin,

i:l:::;:.o.ot:;..:;" "r",,.Je Landesmu"u,,; Dr. Reisserscheid,
Dire.:"I-ii"grrnr, Rosrr.o, :Xo"'rr1'".Irror idelrzin, schwe;i;;

Submitting-. winning art work were Erich B.entrup, Schwerin,an architect; Erich KJenemann., Schwerin,. painter; Georg Sch_uetz, Schwbrin, engraveri Egon""i"lir..,'r, Rostock, graphicartist; and Richa rd 2scheked, Schwerin, painter.Throughout the seri_es, the face 
- 
of the notes carrled1oca1 designs, a bit of history 

".- focal customs of thel;";i::.0'"",'J"'.nol, tlir.l'il,."JJiu'"i words or ;i"i"; wrir Een

The set of ZtO notes from 7O towns were issued in asingle envelope. In several .u""", ;;" Reutergeld is the
:;'1":""J," 1i."Jr'-/r;,,:" ii",:i": .:1::: ., ll j::, J""".: 

rwo p r i n r in g s
From Bolrenhagen a t0 pi;";i;--nore prinred only in:i:;uort""."1:.';o.F'Jm cnoli'n is a vaiu.v with each denomina-

r( rr r( 
( C orr t inue ,:l or.l pa.,y . 1 )

Reference 
^ 
thg Michael Schoene accAprit 1989. of. rhe";;.*rt.J;uXiu.",.".ounr in THE FRAKTUR,

i; fl":1T'n,!;ilffi:; 
","L 

tiil,1 ',,1'"i,'ii: ;;: ::*:: ;:::::
:::"f ;" ;3;*1 .h; :;;;,''"il",i: "i,,".jr1 hay _:."p"1""= Ameri;;;

A ,,--*'^ juns -at the ready. can f lags f 1utt";i;;
Idorld'l^/u;"it;t"'.rJ"l. notgeld issues came from Torgau in rhe
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Following
mitted winning
on the notes.

is a list of towns for
designs. In some cascs,

rvhich the artlsts sub-
tlreir sigrraLures ilpl)ear

BENTRUP
Crivitz
Doberan
Gadebusch
rloldberg
Rehna
Schwaan
Sternberg
Tess in
Teterow
Warin
Wi smar

KOENEMANN
Feldberg
Friedland
Fuerstenberg
Bad K1e i nen
Mirow
Neubrandenburg
NeustreliLz
Schoenberg
Stargard
StreLitz
Wesenberg
Woldegk

SCHUETZ
Boltenhagen
Dar gu n
Gnoi.en
Grzrbow

TSCHIRCH
A1t-Gaarz
Arendsee
BrunshauPLen
Iluetzow
(lrat-r1
llei ligendamnt
Kroeplin
Laage
l'1r:ertiz
Neubukorv
Nienhagen
Rostock
ldustrow

ZSCHEKED
Boizenburg
Bruel
Dassol,,
Doemi tz
(lrevesmlrehIcn
Hagenow
Kluetz
Luebtheen
Luebz
Marlorv
Suelze
tr{ittenburg

(ltresLrotv
Kritl<orv
Ludwig,slust
Malchirt
Malchorv
Neuhaus
Neul<a1en
NeuklosLer
Parchim
Plau
Penzlin
Ribnitz
Roebel
Sc: hwcr in
Stavenhagen
trVa r c n
Warnemuende
ZarrenIin

L

WALPURGIS NIGHT

Hallowe I en in Apr i1 ?

Indeed, witches f1y from their covens in the Harz
Mountains, longer a refuge$ than the witches of Sa1em,
Eastwick or elsewhere in North America.

Dwight Musser has listed witches on paper notgeld,
including the Harz mounEain issues from Blankenburg,
Braunschweig, Bad Harzburg, Ilsenburg, Neustettin, Schierke,
ThalefHarz and Wernigerode. His address is p.0. Box 905,
Lacoochee, Fla. 33537.

The event on April 30 is Warlpurgis Night, nothing to do
with A11 Saints Duy, wh ich is a Christian celebration.

Best known of these mythical mountain people is Faust,
described by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe and reno\{ned in
operas, including "Faust, " by Charles Gounod, "Mefistofe1e, "by Arrigo Boito; "Doktor Faust, " by Ludwig Spohr; and a
cantata, ttThe Damnation of Faust," by Hector Berlioz.

***

0n order is the newest catalog of Hartmut Schoenar,ua,t'Das Papiernotgeld von Ostpreussen Westpreussen posen,,, inGerman with estimated prices in West German deutschmark,' Notes of Danzig and Memel will be included in the soft_cover book, which has abouL t20 pages. Cosr will be g15.50,
including postage.

Interested readers may reserve copies in advance; in_voices will accompany the book when available.
-rr - .- O ^,
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REASONS AND RATIONALB FOR COLLECTING NOTGELD
"Das Notgeld"
February 1928

By Dr. Arnold Ke11er

The following answer of the editor to a Ietter from a
collector is perhaps of interest to a wider audience so it is
beinB printed.

You write to me that Ehe people you know there think
that you are not right (in the head) because you collect
notgeld. I g1adly accede to your request to give you, by a
few words on the reasons and ratj_onale for collecting
emergency moDey, the means with which you can perhaps better
instruct the poeople you know.

First of all, the question is what is the principal
reason people collecL? That question does not at all involve
what they col1ect.

The inclination to collect something occurs so often
that one can certainly speak of an instinct residing in man;
he must collect something. I^iith it the collector creates an
occupation with which he can fill his leisure hours, and
thereby he removes himself from the bothers of his vocation.

The t hinking man choo se s a co 1 lec ting ar ea wh ich
dominates his spirit and can further educate him. Thus the
nature-1over collects butterflies or insects or fossils,
minerals, she11s, plants; Ehat is, objecEs in which he canobserve the r.rorkings of nature in the present or past.

The man who 1s interested in foreign fanAs collectspostcards, which at least enables him to t.ravel in spirit,which in most cases he cannot. do in person. The historian
co11ects, for example, coins, which in alI cases are records
of past political and economic circumstances, many timesindeed scientific tools of Ehe highest va1ue.

Do ypur acquaintances al_so find some faulL wiLh it if
someone collects stamps, the avocation of a hundred thousand
people? Why, then, just lack of understanding of notgeld,
which 1s unfortunately so often belittled?

Notgeld is, as the name says, money which has beenissued in times of need, mostly by places other than thosewhich are allowed to do it 1ega11y. Next, it follows from
that that notgeld too belongs to the realm of numismatics,
even if, for the most part, notgeld appears in a modern paper
dress.
_ What applies to coin collecting applies also to notgeld.It is a historical result of the u/ar or-troubles during wticirit appeared; thus the notgeld of Lhe present is a grriae tothe World War in all its aspects, in all of the placestouched by the war and the homeland, itself untouched buteconomically disordered.

The notgeld of 1914 reminds us by its fabric, text andsaylng of the excit,ement and enthusiasm of the first months
of the war; the later fractional notes of the time of
stubbornly holding ot, of an economy of substituEes; the
large denominaLion notes of 1918 of the revolution, the
soldiers' councils; finally, the notes o t L922 and lg13
remind us of the inflation and the continually increasing
decline of our exchange rate.
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1n Lherr manyfolrl appearances these notes ql.ve us .lt picture of the desltcrate c.onclitiorrs oi t-rroit.:.,ro", ure which cannot bc, pttcked _r nLo \!,ords. perhaps laterations would not wanL Lo believe the reports of thoseif incontrovertible proof were not provided by theving paper money ol Lhose Limes
Therefore, the goal of thc. serious co1lector is to handto posterity an as many_sided as possible picture of thelation of money during and aILer Lhe war or, j f hects only in a speci.aL areat, .l complete picture of that

L

The activity of the pr.ivaLe collector in this is themore indispensable since the staLe offices responsible forthis collecting activity do not do their work with thenecessary diligence, in any event not with Ehe oftenpassionate eagerness and the drive to discover of the privatecollector.
Collection formati-on can also be cultivated from otherviewpoints i!:"':r ,;r-,I.1; of the history of the country or thenational economy . 'Ihe notes in their of ten ver y f 1ne orartistic, paper-money-like manufacture positively demand tobe collected. A passionless, Spiritless man is he who looksonly at the extrinsic value whiih must be realized before thenote loses its value!
Are not the reasons ruh ich rule the stamp collector inhi: activity the same as those of the notgeld collector ? Themultiplicity of forms, delight in colors, the universality(for the idea Uhat emergency money is not international isfalse) are the same as in sLamps. Notgeld has likeiy .emainedin the background because iL was not, 1 ike stamps,automatically spread throughout the world but for the mostpart remained in the place of its creation.Notgeld can be collected because of the technique usedin printing it, because of its artistic appearance (whichnone the less may count eiEher for or 1.,,ji...1::1,: it), orbecause of the rich pictorial content. The -entire lengthyhistory of Germany is found on emerg.;;y notes. Countless o1dcustoms are presented again, portraits of people, coats ofarms, pictures of cities and landscapes of olden times and ofnew, so that a notgeld album can correctly be described as ahistorical and cultural picture book.As in ever y other collecting area, so also in notgeldmany collectors have asked about lh; market pric"", -rhi.h 

arevery significant for rari_t1"". perhaps your acquaintanceswill firsr undersrand norgeld collecti;; rh"n rhey hear tht afiyg-figure price has alieady been puia for a firsr cfasscollection.
To be sure, a lot of notgeld brought together

accidentally is not a col 1ec Eion; a collection requirespassion and planned progress; the more complete a collectj-onthe higher its va1ue.. A higher value of properly directed collecting activitylies in its showing economy. A serious collector trades offuseless issues in order to put the saved money lnto hiscollectj-on. I f someone ca11i u collection dead lapital heforgets that the pleasure obLained from the collectionrepresenls the interest on the principal tied up there.
cj



And the money itself which is put j-nto the collection isnot, if it was spent carefully, lostr provided that one
buys only from real professional notgeld dealers. I had thesatisfaction, in the sale of the greatest collection f ever
negotiated, of hearing that the amount which the sale of thecollection produced was the same as the amount which thecollector had spent for his collection during his 10 years ofactively collecting.

The greatest part of his resources of that tj_me h/as fostthrough the inflation; he retained only the money had hadput into his collection !

Translation Copyrighr 1989 by David Block

***

How would you have replied to the writer ofmentioned in the second paragraph? Do friendscollectors believe you are not "right in the head?r'

r. he
and

let ter
f e 11ow

Readers of THE FRAKTUR have a 60_year perspective on7928 wrirer of the 1ett,er. Mosr readeis live in thespeak English and have the experience of World War II toaddltional breadth to rhe hobby.
Responses, one page or 1ess, will be prlntedforthcoming issues.
And wouldn't this let,ter be an ideal p.ogram for aclub meeting? Let us know if you use it thls iuy.

THE FRAKTUR pricelisr
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Doemitz June 1, 7g2O 25 pf K-620 Reuter quote g1>F
Kleinen,, Bad ro May 31, lgZZ 50 pf Reurergeld0berdorla/VogLei 1918 l/Z Mark g1.25
!berglogau July 1, tg2I 25, 50, 75 pf K-799a; L_955I0berlind l92O 50 Pf $1*

the
USA,
give

1n

co].n

$.50,r

$1.75r'
0berndorf/N ApriI 1918
0chsenfurt/Main 19i9 50
0ebiskelde-Kaltendorf F
0eynhausen, Bad ND 50 p
0elsnj-tz/Y to Dec. 31,
0sterholz April 11,
0sterwieck/Harz Jan. 1,
0tterndorf May 1, lgZO
0tLmachau Jan. 2, Lg2l
Paderborn July 31, 1

Paderborn Nov. 10, 1

Paderborn Nov. 10, lgZL
Paderborn Nov. 10, 19Z
$2 . 50,r
Paderborn Nov . 10, L92l

'L-1002e black 95. ZS*

(2) Mark L-1002f
Papenburg Nov.
Papenbur g Nov .

Parchim to May
$1'F

50 Pf $1.2S*
Pf $1*

eb. 1, L92I 50 Pf K-809I; L-965I $.50,tF K-13i7; L-968b $. SOx
1918 10, 50 Pf. g1 . ZS*
192t 25, 50 Pf K_2001b gl.ZSro
l92L 50 Pf K-838 $1*25, 50 Pf. K-840a 92. SO*

50 Pf K-841 $ . 75,r.

??1 50 Pf (4), 1 Mark L-i001 $8*921 50, 75 Pf; 1, 2 Mark L-I002a $2*50, 75 Pf ; 1, 2 Mark L-1002b g2.25{.
1 25, 50, 75 Pf; l, 2 Mark L-1002c

25, 50, (2) 75 (2); t (Z), Z (2) Mark

Paderborn Nov. 10 7921 25 (2) , s0 (2),
rown $5. SOx
, 1921 50, 75 Pf K-945;
4, 1921 50, 75 Pf K-945;
1922 10, 25 Pf K_846;

7s (2) Pf ; 1 (2),

L-1003 Ships g2,r
L-1003 Postman $2,r
L-1004 Reutergeld

,

b

4

1

1

31,
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Parey ro April t, 1922 50 pf K_847e; L_1006d lssue A g1,r
Pasewalk 0ct. 1 , lg?t 50 pf K-850I; L-1008; g2. SO*Patschkau 7927 I0, 25, 50, 75 pf; 1 Mark K_853 g3*
Petersdorf 0cL. 30, L9l4 1O pf K-2g6a $4*Philippsthal 0cr. 1, tgZt K-859 1 Mark (7) $4,rPlathe (1922) 10, 25 Pf K-860; L-i019 $ZPlaue Oct. 30, I92L lO, 25, 50 pf K-g62; L*102i g1 .50,r.Ploen 1921 10, 25, 50 pf ; 1 Mark K-863a; L_1023a g2. SO,rPloen 1921 50 (6) Pf K-863b; L-1023b $6'r.Ploen 7921 50 (6) Pf K-863; L-1023c g5. SO,rPoessneck July 3l , lg2l 25 ( 3) , 50 (2) , 75 pf K_866c Hermann& Dorothea $6.2Sx
Poessneck 25, 50, 7 5 Pf K-866b "1,{o das Regiment" $2.50,:.Poessneck 20 (3), 25 (2), 50 (2), 75 (2) pf [_AOOa; L_1025DLeather on 20, 50 Pf $4
Poet.tmes ( 1921) 50 Pf K-867 91.25'FPoettmes (192I) 25, 50 pf K-867; L-LA26 $t*Poppenbuettel July 1, LgZt 50 ( 10) pf K_B6B $6*Potsdam Nov. 28, t92t 50 pf (6) K-869; L_1028g $40.PritzwaLk Feb. 25, L922 50 (Z), 75 (2) pf; 1 (2), 1.50 (2),2 (2) Mark K-875 $0)i<Proessdorf to Dec. 31, lgT2 lO, 25, 50 pf K_2092 g3r.
Pruem May 1, l92l I0 pf K-977a $2.50Ribnitz to Feb. 15, tgZ2 10, 25 pf Reurergeld K_914 $2,F

il;;""", 
to Feb. 28, 1922 25, 50 pf K-923; L-1088 Reurergeld

f3"to.t 
1922 1 Mark Arrisr Egon Tschirch, sryle of Reurergeld

ftavenhagen ND 25, 50 pf, 1 Mark K_1039aI; L_1213a Reurer,sbirth house shown on back -of 1 mark; also hls portrait $2,rStavenhagen ro Dec. 31 , lg2t 10, 25 pF K_1039b; L_1213b;Reutergeld $Z>i<Strelitz, ro Mry 31, Ig22 10. pf Reutergeld $.50,rWaren/Mue ri_tz ro Dec. 31, tg21 1d, 50 pf Reurergeld $1,kI,{ittenburg ro April 30 , Lg22 50 pF f _t igga Reurergeld $.75

L

Reu te r ge 1d
UncirculaEed sets of Reutergeld are available from A1t_Gaarz, Arendsee, Crivitz, Doberanl nrssow, Fuerstenn"rgl"' 

rrrL-
Feld!".g, Gadebusch, Gnoien o _Goldberg, Graa1, CruUrr, Creves_muehlen, Gadebusch, 

-Hagenov/, !uilige.id'u*r, MaIchin, RosLock,Rehna, Silverberg, Sta;gard, S-!".nEur,, Strelitz, Schwerin,Schoenberg, Su1ze, Walin, WesenUeij, Wismar, Wittenburg,Woldegk, Warnemuende, and Zarrentin". Average prices from$2 to $3.50 per ser.
*Uncirculated
K-Ke11er catalogs
L-Kai Lindman, "Das Deutsche Notgeld:Serienscheine, Spendenquittungen und Baustelne
P-S Pick-Siemsen catalog
PIease do not send cash with order; you will be
THE FRAKTUR, P.0. Box 334, Io1a, Wis',54945

Katalog
1918-7922"
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1n New york
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late l93Os an
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emergency money club wasfrom "The Numismatist,, organized
trace i ts

September 1936
Through the kind cooperation of Howland Wood, curator

ii r:i*l';:;:":"-;r;:rijj:-:;i;iil,"li:_re.r ii;;; ." a,,emp,
vi.ew of faci_lirarir!-"*Ii,u,ge of "pu.i;:;":t I:.i:ii X:.:r:l:::1":".Tx:.:l l::::::a;-?l;.i;i:,;i;;,",,, io ;;" in-.,r,u.,heycollecrors and holders of rhes;-;;;-;ror.;:";rr:;:.uX":Xa:
,t:iil;, ;;s,,::'iljj;-;;ee:,;:;.;..x,3l.,rda1,er s. child;-,o;
November 1936

What is said to be ah9 flrst meeting of collectors ofnorgeld (emergency money) in rhis-.oulary took place at 325Easr sTrh si. , 'N;;-'-iJr\ ciiy, -;;; aparrmenr of walrer S.Sliif;"::"1'l;.j: ;;j'"r:'0". io' i,lirira."-.r,"-i*.hung" oror a library in mind, ;1";,1=oXill";":g. :lf rr.?:,;:":f:iU:5:'.lliol.FI:;.;l il:;:i,':ll;0,,F;::.;rricers wil, be w,ri".
Januar y L93l

The recelEly organized International. Emergency Moneviiili"rln.':f,rl:i; JX;;;j:ined .r,.-a}vla. , is no,-horaing it"
;|;. "g;::,,fi:; ii,i:I""":i:.":;:'fi:,1::"'i1'ln:f,a':i l;l;l"i:

Tf,u December meeting.was well attended and, its offlcialil;;:;;;rofonu, much fnteresrins _;;;- 
. valuable data andfrom ;;;iu."ru" exchaneud:_lr!" ;l Jrpii.ui""]*"o.iginuring

growing nrruJ' :i ,:;l:::: u'e now beinb .irculatel-lro,g rheAmong those present at the meeting, as well as from themembers rhroueloi,t - iir" ui.-t"J-s;;;"; ], srear pleasure isbeing expre"""a thaJ-'-ai".e now exists a collecLors, clubespeciallv and "1.1usiv"i;. f":Ir.irl^iiu.Bency money. As one::;;;:::il:l',li'i!:',.1.n?;;;5i::';15,ii",'-;;; "';;:J 
such an

.. _ The office addru""-of"
New vo.t C;;;, *oo, 1606 secretarY is 509 Madison Ave.,
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