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There are t\{o good reasons for. i{anda anC me to renenber
Giessen.

We lived there for two years and adop Eed a daughEer
while in-Cf"ssen. A distant family nernber was a professor in
the Giessen University t+hen- he \'/a's 2l' folvhorn che

u'nj-versj-ty today bears his name'
In Giessen \{e lived on Lincolnstrasse vrhere our t'hirC-

floor apartnent faced the nlotorpool' \Ve \{ere there one

evening lvhetr \^/e learnecl that Presicler"rr Joirn Ir' KenneCy had

been shot. l{e brought our aCoptecl 15-:nonrh daughEer home'

And 1,/e made f riends with 1oca1 coin ccllectors '
A inonthly duty assigned to me \'/as to visit a nilitary

unit near 1(asse1, Gernany, an hour north on the Autobahn'
I quickly learned that the Kassel Coin Club rtet 'nonthly' so

my tvork visits soon coincided rvith their meetings ' Af ter tvork

hours, I was in the Gasthaus ivhere they net for supper' early
coin chatter, and on r'lith the neeEin3'

Giessen had no club at the time, but I made friends with
several collectors, Gernan and American'
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n to Giessen ''{as on }1 aY 1' 1 995 , EuroPean Labor
Retur

wird von dcr Stadt.
kallc, iedcecit .in,

mco, a

I arrived bY
nd a corresPondenr

he Minox camera
a \{as used in lnall

bershiP in th
a loca1 historr

in loca1 hi

Frrin fron lla:-rnover. 0ne of the Giessen-
LL ^ 30-Yeardurlng LrreDay.

area collectors, a

interval, was Werne r Kroeck, who lives rvith his wife MargareE

in Heuchelhein, a n ear-bY village' Fr o n his h ouse one can see

the factorY where L is made. You ivi1l reca11

that the tinY camer y sPY tirrillers
Kroecl<, now reE,ired from a d irector posiEio

storY and
1oca1 Landesbank, is inIerested

e Giessen Nunt isnatische
ma intains his mem

n at the

Collecting
Ge sellschaft and' luCeinterests 1nc- paper moneY ' Notge 1d and the b oolcs vrhich 8o

ca1 ,societY

with 
313";a his f avorite series is tied tc ne in t\'/o 1'/ays ' mv

inEerest in Notgeld and the family connecticn' A portr'aiE of

Professor Dr. Justus von Liebig appeared on paper notgeld

issued as aAmisslon Eickets to a Giessen Notgeld Shorv July 2-

4. TuZL Depi;;;a-i;";" r'i"uigl ; ;i;;' of his* laboratorv and

the buildinS which " housed it ' no\{ 3 :nuseun ' Kroeck was the

author of the 'lun" ts44 r"ui'iu'on Giessen in THE tltlll-; 
bo

the fu11-1
ubing run'
ength

statue of Justus
uot Liebig survived

"t 
onlY his head '

later Placed on a

stone mon'ument '

1n ,the museum is a re-creation of the Liebig office 
'

including uo*"-*"Auf" on wnich he is depicted and his chess

'set ' 
Unf orLunately, 3t the monenL ' the roof lealcs and a drive

is under way Lo raise funds for restoration' 0n the day of

our visit to t.lru- lfuseum, the director of the city Savings

Bank came to the Museu::r to present a check f or 10 ' 000

Deutsche Mark, sorne $73,000, as sLed rnoney for t!" 100'000 DM

project. The director had been a school chun of my friend
Kroeck.

Also r ctlrrently in my office ' - are 100 and 1 ' 
000-Mark

bonds issued by the I ' G ' fltU"n congloneraLe depicting four

Gernan scientists, incl"di;;- Liebi[' These incluce his

conLemporary and i oint ;;"i"tcher Frledrich Woehler ' and

Liebig's student,s August W' I{of:nann an4 \'r3'rs"' \' (ercule von

S tradonl iz .
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A IgLT 50-Pfennig' noEe.of
Gi-essen, undated (1917)
is listed as P-S 723'
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Liebig coills i-11 clr-rrlerl a (i errn:tn l)cnocr;rtj.c licltr-rb1ic 10-Mark piece, 7978A, K-i\l 69, rviti-r a facing bust of thescientist and a three-Marl< probe piece o I the Deu tschcs
Reich, 7927F, struck in silver, I(-II Pn 328.

AE a meeting of the Giessen numisrnatic society, r.ve hearC
Herbert I(e11er Ciscuss St. Elr.zaberh of iyarburg. i{e r+i11
mention Marburg and n,tmisnatics of the historical to1./n in
another feature. There f.ias another connection rvith Herr
Ke11er. He is a menber of the Lions Club of Giessen. Ide gave
him a club banner from the fola Lions C1ub.

The Giessen Coiir Club neers in the city ha1l. Also
making use of the facili ty is the 1oca1 chess c1ub, rvhich has
been organized since 1858.

In 1985 the "Jahrbucl-r fuer Numismatil< und Geld-geschichterr printed I(e11er's essay rvhici-r clescribsd a find of
Celtic coins about five niles northrvest of Giessen. Ke11er
points out that l4"other f.inds of Celtic coins have been
founC in the lvliddle I-lesse region. The find of 27 coin.s \,/as
located on the Duensberg, a iri11 rvhich rises 478 :ueters,
da ting f ron a!:ou t rhe year 70 A. D.

;The Giessen
i,t appeared

Market Square, ds
between the wars. rr

L

trh
h-hen a box tuIl ot treasures arr:.ved from Giesscn af Eer'

my return to Io1a, there \'/as a b3nner from the Justus v'
Liebig Lions club of Giessen for presentioil to the Iola I-ions
Club

Alsc attending the Giesscn \unisnatic Society meetlrl 8

was Herr Die1, a .oin collector I hacl rnet in the 1960s'
A f ew Poir-r ts of comParison '
i{hen ," lived in Giessen, 1953-i965, there 1'rere stil1

eviclences of bonb damage. The U'S' Arr'ry Quartermaster DepoE

was a presence ' and a maj or enrployer of German civilians '
Rivers Barracks, out Licherstrasse ' I-re1d other U ' S ' Arny
units. There 1,/ere f ew U. S. Arny \^/omen personnel '

Today, one sees no evidence of bo':rb damage ' The Army is
sEi11 in Giessen, leaner, many of the civilian j obs being
performed by Ehe military , 3trd many of those ' 1'/onen ' Rivers
Barracks has been closed . A nerv bridge spans the Lahn R iver
and another has been opened downstream' Eotvard';{etzlar' a fetv

clicks (GI term f or l<ilometers ) arvay '
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An August L923 issue from Giessen was a Million Mark
note, K-1 788a.

The Leica camera is sti11 'made in WeLzIar' with the Don

or cat,hedral under restorati-on ' The downtol'/n area is
preserved in the o1d sEy1e, wiEh wiriding' hi11y streets' the
half-timbered buildings (iachwerk) a stronB reminder of
earlier conscluction methods'

They say what goes aro.u-nd comes around ' l^lhi1e in
Gi'essen, Wanda and I visited German dentists on occasion'
Frau Dr. Wetzel by lt/anda, Herr Dr ' Wetzel by myself ' We were

intrigued by their name, since there are trrletzels on my Grand-
:nothei l,iebigts side of the f amily '

T.he Weizels haC left thelr home in Dresden before the
Berlin lda1I went uP r arriving in \desE Germany with nouhing '
Their office was on the third floor of a ta11' for Giessen'
office building on the Ludwigsplatz' The top flocr of the
l:uil-rr.ing r",,or"oa-t-i u Dach Caf e, 'itt' a stunning view of the

countryside.
Now we fast forward lo 1994, when a German urologist

began reading Ti{E FRAKTUR, especially interested in Nocgeld
concerning Bads, or Spas. I,/e met Errvin Rugendorf f and his
,wife I(aren at a lecture in early June 1995 in Minneapolis,

. (see THE F.RAi(TUR, June 1995 ) anC learned that in the 1970s ,

i' he had of f ices in Glessen, on t-he second f loor of the
. LudwigsplaLz office building, ntrd his Centisl-: Herr Dr.

'ldetze1. A recent letter f rom Dr. Rugendorf f stated he sti11
nakes weekly visits to Giessen. Dr' hletzel is in a nursing
home.

From Giessen we had planned to visit Frankfurt anC the
!noney museum in the Bundesbank. i{owever, the section of the
building occupied by the museum had been closeC for asbescos
removal. The bank had a facility in Neu-Isenburg, lCrcss the
Main River just south of Frankfurt.

0nce it had printed papbr money. Noru thaL function has
been moved to Berlin, and currently, the Neu-fsenburg
facility temporarily houses Lhe money nuseum and many of the
functions cf distributing noney to banlcs



OF PI-ASTALITAS & AI\IUZIUKAS

Circulating ruble notes were paid to factory workers

in Kaunas and ii1niu", LittrLnia ' in 1990 and 
" 
1991 ' according

io Aleksandras Kubilas, Vilnius'
The PlasLa factorl, Vilnius' issued privately made 'rub1e

noLes in 1990, which t"'nJ""J 
' in circulation untiT ' I992 '

The notes \Iere partial payment to enployees; they were re-
deemed in the company store. r r,---.L1^ , ^Since Lhe workers .disdainecl the ivord t'ruble"t of Russian

connotation, tbey nicknamed the notes t'PlasualiEas 
'tt based

on the nasme oi 
-t,fre 

f actorI ' PlasEa + Litas ' Laken f rom the

countrY name, Lithuania'

"Plasta1itas" of Vilnius' one ruble (ye11ow) alq
(;;;;;i-".i. issued bv the Plasta factorv in 1990

The Spindulis printing firm in Kaunas prlnted the noLes'

generally on, . ir,tlo types o'f 
-pup"t 

' The not'es were printed

on ""}il""';";Jol''rr-asta" is printed..in sma1l tvpe ' repeat'ed

LhroughouL the f;t" of thi-e 'notu; dif f erent colors represent

dif f el"Xt"i;':tt'::;;"".ooears in the Russian languase ' wiLfr

three signatures, or Lh; Trade Union's seal appears with

t,he Lithuanian Pnd Russian languages; also some are wiLhout

seal's and lear onu or Lhree signatures ' Only one of the seals

ap.peared on a note'
' Denominations and colors include one ruble ' 

ye11ow;

t,hree rubles, yellow -green; 
flve rubles ' light - 

blue; 10

rubles, dark'chiomei 20-t'Uiu"' light violet; and 50 rubles'

pink, --a11 daued 19?9i 
* *-, ed or cur. MosL notes

ManY notes were imProPerlY Pr.int'
used in trade were latet 

-;;;iior"a 
' 'so the defective notes

are now most conmon ' As *;; 
-u"" 

SO' dif f erenE can be f ound '

ac.cording to Kubilas '

ihree rubles
and L991 -

Five ruble Plastalitas shor+, dt left, the trade union seal;
at right, oo seal but three signatures.

Aus*sr;r;, -s-
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Ten- anC 20-rub1e notes, st left, bear the coat of arns seas
in Russian; at left, trade union seal in Lithuanian an.d Russia
Russian languages; above, right, one signature; be1ow, two.

Similar to Plastelitas 1'/ere Anuziulcas, issued by the
State Synth€tic Fiber Company in Kaunas in 1991 and 7992'
As the Plastelitas, they weJe used to obtain high denand
goods in the company store. The 105-by-60 rnillimeter notes
were also printed at the Spindulis printing firm in Kaunas'

The notes followed the scheme of different colors for
different values, t,rithouE signatures, but stampeC with one
of three different sea1s, as used in Vilnius.

The five and 1OO-rub1e notes were stamped iuith the seal
of the State Synthetlc Fiber Co. Trade Union, printed in
light blue and light 3reen, respectively

The light violet 20 ruble note was printed rviIh Ihe
facto ry 's office seal .

The staff departmentrs seal appeared on the pink 50-
ruble note.

Kubilas explains hotv the system l+orked. Notes expended
in the conpany store \,/ere collected by rnanagenent at the
end of each month, and reissued to enployees, giving the

;' scrip notes a sense of circulation.
Apparently the value ciistributed to each employee depend-

ed on profits. fn June 199I, Kaunas \rorkers received one
50-rub1e note; two 20-rub1e notes; and six five-ruble notes,
for a 720 ruble totaI.

In JuIy 1997 , distribution was for only 50 rubles; in
August 1991, 100 rubles; September 1991, 60 rubles; and 0cto-
ber 1991, 100 rubles.

Printings of the various denominations include:

5
2A
50

100

Rubles
Rub 1es
Rubles
RubIes

20 , 040
B,880
6,480
5,338

There \vere 3,000 workers at the factory' The average
worker received 10 notes, though only two notes ' on average
per worker.

Except for a few notes retained as collector items'
the notes were destroYed.

Aleksandras Kubilas is a professional numismatist' I'lis
address is Ab. De2.159,20O0 Vilnius, Litauen'

i
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ITE-IBX(IUR PRI

L-569.sgrt
Heide ND 20, 50
Heidelberg Aug.
Heidelberg Aug.
Heisterbach Nov.
HelgolanC April

$6 ' sox
Helinarshaus en/Di

$4*
Helmstedt, Bad N

Hemdingen ND 25
Hermsdorf APril
Herlnsdorf MaY 1,
Herne/l^lestfalen
Herne/Westfalen
Herne/WesLfalen
Herne/Westfalen

$3.7s
Herne/l,iestfa1en
Hersfeld Nov. 4 ,

Herstelle .i'{ov. 1

Aus tria
Aschach/Donau 1O ,tle11er, 1 I(rone Carrrpbell 1313, 1316 $10x
Ej.senerz ND 10, 50 i{e11er; 1, 5, 10, 20 Kronen P0l^l 0st' A1p'

MonEan Ges. Campbell I523-4, 1528-3i, $+0"
Slgmundsherberg NO Ni LO, 20, 50 He11er Campbell 7449-1451

$gs*t
Steyr ND 50 HeIler Campbell 1568 $:S'*

Belgium
Societe Generale (Not Notgeld) Nov' 20, 1976 2 Ftancs

bilin.gual (-.M zz g3 
Danzig

Danzig April 15, 1919 50 Pf P-S 455d
France

Havre lg2} 50 Centimes, 1", 2 Francs C

Libourne }4ay L2, l9t7 1 Franc B-H Lz
Marseille June 5, L977 L Franc B-H M5

Nancy Dec. 1 , 1'9L7 50 Cent j-nes B-l{ N1

Nancy 19i8, 1919, L920 50 Centimes,' 1

Paris Dec. .31, 7917 25, 50 
fi::::::",

$

$

August 1995

72 .50

C B-FI H1 $18
.50
$.7s
.$t
2 Francs B-H
Franc B-H P1

]

1

N1 $5
$:

t

Aprll 6 , ts44 sO Centimes , l"f;:lc 
Pick 4t , 42 $ t o-*

Halle Sept. 25, Lg22 500 Mark K-249 $g
Hanburg itfO 30 Pf overprinted 2'50 NeusEaedLer Gesellschafus

P*S 905b KarLon $aS
Hannoverische-MuenCen ND 235, 75 Pf , 1, l'25, 2 Mark L-560

$3.7s _

llannoverische-Muenden JuIy 1, L}ZI 10, 25, 50 Pf L-559 $5x
Harburg/E1be Sept. 15, t921 5O (4 ) Pf L-562 bridges ' boats

$ 3rt
llarzgeroda July 7 , L92L 75 Pf L-554a $ ' 60'*
Harzgeroda .luiy 7', T}ZL 25, 50 (2), &5 (2) Pf L'564b $3{r

Harzleroda Julv 7, 192L 25 (2), 75 Pf L-564c $2;t
Hasl oh ND 25 , 50 (2) , 7 5 Pt L-556 $7 ' 25;t
uur,tingen Aug. 10; lg23 500,000 Mark K-2265a $3'25
i{eessen/Bad EiIsen Jan. 1, tg21 25 (4), 50 (3) Pf ' 1 Mark (6)

L-57 o $1' 50-)r
Ig23 100,000 Marl< K-2279a $3
lg23 1 }lil1ion Marl< K-2279e $3 ' 25

, 7s2i so (3) 75 (3) Pf L-575 $t6;t
27 20, 25 (2), 50 (2) Pf l,-577a SchiestI

e1 i\Iay 15 , 7927 50 Pf , I , 2 Mark L-578

25 Pf llax Herbst P-S 977b $S

), 50 (2), 75 Pf L-581 black Kl'l $1Ott
19i9 1C, 25,50 Pf P-s 981 $6tt

927 7s Pf L-583 $.60
3. 1, lq21 5 Yillionen K-2339d $3

;. 25, rg23 100,00 }lark-l^(:;2339i $3
;: lgzz 100, OO0 Mark K-2343b i{ibernia $3 ' 25

i'. igzz 1 Milliarde Mark K-2343n 1{ibernia

1y 1, Lgzt 50 (10) Pf L-584a $7'50't
qia 2, 10 Mark '{-2r7c 54

lgZI 50 Pf , -!, 2 ltlark L-585 $t ' ZSt'

i AuguJr 1995 -7-
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Hessische-0ldendorf 0ct. 1, 7927 25, 50, 75 Pf , 1 Mark L-588
$3. s0"

HeyCekrug /Me.me1 0stpreussen 50 Pf L-589 $3
IJildburghausen L921, 25 (2), 50 (2) Pf L-590'93rt
Hirschberc/Schlesien ND 10 ,Df P-S 999 .$.SO
Hirschberc/Schlesien ND 25 Pf L-594 $.7-5.)t
I{oerde Sept. 20, 7922 500 }lark K-271r $3
Hoerde Sept. 1 , 7923 10 Millionen Mark K-2399a $3. 25
Hoexter May 1, L92l 1.0, 25, 50 (3 ) Pf L-600 $3"
Hof geismar I'{D 50, 75 Pf , 1, 1.50 Mark L*601a $5"
Hohenh/estedt July 3, 1,927 50 Pf , 1 IIark L-604 $Z.ZSx

il:l:S;:li:l:H'i; )B ??,lulo'i o\-,u?', $i; 1 25 r{ark Schecrc
L-602 $6.25')t

I{ohenmoelsen ND 50 Pf L-603 $.50
50rt
$iox

L-61 6 $4 .25;t
L-615 $4x

Q? 
'q-:!

Ilungary
Braunau (Bohenia) .luty 22-24, 1921 50 He11er P-S 2864 $4

Iraly
Milano Ju.. 29,1976 50 Lire Assocj-azione Italiana S3x
Reggio Emilia March 3, 1976 i00 Lire Ass. Prov. Conmercia $Sx
Torino July 19, 7976 100 Lire A Confesercenti $3"-
Verona March 23, 1976 100 Lire AS.Co. $3"

Liechtenstein
Vaduz ND 20, 50 He11er K-M 2, 3 $19+t

Morocco
Morocco April ,5, 1,944 50 Centimes, 1 Franc K-ivl , 41 , 42 $1Ort

Po land
.Bielsko/Bie1itz, Schlesien Au8. 1, 1919 1 Krone/Korona
't' P-S 2855d Bilinsual $7.50
Bielsko/tsielitz, Schlesien Aug. 1, i919 50 Heller/lla].erzy
' P-S 2855d Bilingual $7.50

Bielsko/Bie1itz, Schleslen 1920. 10, 20 He11 er /HaLerzv
P-S 2855c Bilingual $tO

Litzmannstadt/Lodz Muy 15, tg40 50 Pf, i- Mark Campbell 4207;
4202 $40

Teschen/Cieszyn OcL. 25, 7919 1 Krone/Korone P-S 291Lc $7"50*

\

Holzminden ND 25 , 50, 7 5 Pf , 1 Iularl< (4 ) L-607 $7 .

I{onnef , Baci 0ct. 1, I92t 50 (4), 99 (4) Pf L-609
I{ornberg/Baden Dec. 1, 1918 5, 10 Marl< K*228b $7
Horneburg May.1 , 1921 25, 50, 75 Pf L-612 $1.75;t
Hoym/Anhalr Jury 1, 1927 20, 25, 50 green (5) Pf
Hoyp/Anhalt July 1, 1927 20, 25,'-50 (4) brown Pf
Husby ND 50 (2), 7 (l) Pf L-619 S3.25.,t
I{usbyholz JuLy 1, 192L 50 (5) Pf Plebiscite L-620

I
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++Uncirculated
H-B A. llanoE,, P. Bourg: Billet.s de Necessite Francais

7987 Luxembourg t

Campbell: Prisoner of i{ar and Concentration Camp Money

2nd ed

f. Lhe

20th Century, 2nd ed 1993
K-M: Standard Catalog of irlorld Paper Money

f -f "f f er catalogs; L-Lindrnan, Serienscheine; P-S Pick-Sierasen
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5!+945-0334FRAKTUR, P.0. Box 334, Iola, Wis'
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