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NOTGELD NEWSLETTER NO.2

The following items have appeared in the t'Journal of the Emergency Money Society"
(JEMS). This is a complete bibliography of the references to German notgeld in this
publication to date. Also included are a few related items dealing with Austrian notgeld
and some general references deemed to be of interest to colleetors of German notgeld.
Entries arJlisted in chronological order from Vol. I, No. 1 (Summer 1968) to Vol. IV, No. 4'
Asterisk (*) indicates a short item, less than a page.

The Stoty of Notgeld, Dick Upton, 1(1), p. 13. General information.
Berlin - 1921,1(1), p.14. Lists the 20 districsts of Belin. *
Politics and Money, 1(1), p.19. Explains 'rplebisciter'. 

r
A Plebiscite Fantasy, 1(1), p.19. Knivesberg issue. i
Private Notes of German Industry, 1(1), p.20. Lists some firms- *
Lichtenhorst, 1(1), p.21. Brief note. *
Statisticat Report, l(l), p.22. Quantities of notgeld issued. *
Reutergeld, 1(1), p.23. Brief Summary. *
Understanding the German Larguage, 1(1), p.25-26. Interesting.
Glauchau nButtermilk Seriesrn N{.R. Talisman, 1(2), p.9- *
Some Bavarian Poetry, Alex l\{ilich, 1(2), p.9. *
Notgeld nswindle Issuesn of 1-921.-22. Hermann Krause, 1(2), p.10-11.
portlraits and Biographies throrgh Emergency Moeny, M.R. Talisman, 1(2), P.l1-12. Subjects:
Paul Von Lettow-Vorbeck, Theodor Fontane.
Notmunzen der Stadt Gent 1915-18. Nt.R. Talisman, 1(2), P.12-13.
Another Location Problem, l(2), p.12.27 different Neustadts. +

Fachschrift,l(2), p.l?, Old German script, Very brief. *
Locating German-Towns, Arthur Hyman, 1(2), p.18-20. Begins a listing of towns with map

co-ordinates.
Potish cities of Germany (rgra-rgrs), l(2), p.20. A list. *
A Notgeld Biography of-.lotrann Wolfgang Yon Goethe, M. R. Talisman, l(3), p'11-13' Valuable
listing of Goethe topical notgeld.
Anti-Semitism, 1(3), p.13. Lists some towns issuing anti-semitic notes. +

Christmas and Notgeld, 1(3), p.1?-18. Lists some Christmas issues. t
tocatfuqf German Tlwns, Arthur Hyman, L(3), p.l9-20. Continued from 1(2).
For thJTopical Collectorsr 2(l), p.11. Lists some towns with topics: Christmas, E&ster,
Health & nAeOicine, Maps, Signature, paper substitutes and re-used paper.
A Belated Merry Christmasr 2(L), p.12-13. Austrian rrSilent Night'r issue'
Portraits and Biographies, 2(1), p.l3-14. Gustav Freytag.
The German Cities of pohna - A Correction, Ke1ler & Krause, 2(L), p.l1 '
Learnfug our ABCfs, Dick Upton, 2(1), p.18, Translating German to English' *

Locating German Towns, continued, 2(1), p.18-20.
German"Inflation, Mil1s & Park, Z(t), p-iZ-23. Shows falling exchange rate and increase in
prices of common commodities.
Reparation - A Lesson in History, 1\'1.R. Talisman, 2(2), p.9-10' Good summary of subject'
mentions related notgeld: Bielefeld, Kahla, Stroebeck.
More for the lopicaf Collector, 2(2), p.11. Art, Chess, Autos, Stamps,

Coins-Currency-Medals, Science, Trains, Lists towns issuing such'
The Krupp Empire, 2(2), p.t2-15, History and check list of Krupp notes'
Glrcary, 2(2), p.I6. German words translated to English. *
Locatirry German Towns, continued, 2(2), p.16-17-
The Other Germany, Zif), p.Z-to. Curr-ent facts on 18 East German cities which issued

notgeld. Eleven notes illustrated.
Glossar5r, Dieter Friedrichsen, 2(3), p.11. *
Schfeswig-Ilolstein Locations, J.B. Westergaard, 2(3), p. 1 1 -1 2.

Locating German Towns, continued, 2(3), p.12-14.
A Merr! Christmas and a Happy Notgefd, M.R. Talisman, 2(4), p'?-9' Check list and descrip-
tion of topical Christmas notgeld.
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Schierke)

Kahia)

Bad Harzburg

Braunschweig

Kahla)

GERMAN NOTGELD SEOIIIII{G WITCIIES
1 Jan.1921 or Johanni 1921 or Walpurgis LgZLr S-10-25-50-75-100 pfg. Each
with differefrTaesign on back]some without witches.

20 Jan. L920,25 pfg. Six witches on broomsticks riding to the Brocken.

n.d. 5-10-25-50 pfg. Witch riding to Brocken. (LgZ-a)

1 June L921, 25 pf.g. Witch consulting owl.

1 Oct. 19221 50 pfg. Witches being burned at stake.

n.d. 25-50-75 pfg. 1 Mark, Brokenhaus. Only the 75 pfg. has witches'
(300e+)

30 April (1921). rrWalpurgisnachtr'r Leuchtenburg Resturant, 10-25-50 pfg'
Witch on broomstick. 'i...F.P. Himmer, Augsburg." (1464-a)

As above but printed by "Himmer, Augsburg.'(1464-b)

The following three towns have notes of similar design by F. Juttner:

(Schierke) 1 July lgltr'Brockenhaus. 10-25-50-?5 pfg. All have witch or devil orgy
themes. (3009-a)

1 July L921r 10-20-50-75 pfg. Centaurs and nudes.

1 JuIy Lgzlr 25-50 on 1,60-?5-1160 (red)-1,60 (orange). Witcnes only on 1,60

and 50 pfg. overprinted on same.
***

N{ost of the witch theme notgeld seem to center around the Brocken, highest mountain
in the great Harz range stretching across central Germany. According to local legend, each
yea. oi the evening df April 30, witcnes rode their broomsticks and goats trhough the air
to the top of the Brocken to celebrate some hellish festival. Notgeld dtated "Walpurgisrr
or "Walpurgisnachtrt refe5rs to this occasion. The Kahla witch note adds 30 April while the
Thale issue assumed that every inhabitant knew the date and meaning of Walpurgis' Except
for Kahla, the towns using witch-Brocken-Walpurgis themes seem to be those located nearest
to the mountain itself. A resturant built high on the mountain, the Brockenhaus, also issued

notes featuring the witch topic. The notes are signed by Rudotph Schade, der Brockenwirt
or proprietor Jf the resturant. Schierke, name of the nearest town, does not appear on the
notes issued by the Brockenhaus.

The German writer, Goethe, used the Walpurgis night legend in his famous play, rrFaust.'r

Scenes from the pllay are pictured on notgeld issued by the town Schierke' The 10 and 75

pfg. notes of SchierkL-BroCkenhaus issue O-atea 1 July 192L in the above list allude to this
Itissic story. Schierke and several other towns issued notgeld with specific references to
Goethe and his writings. A complete collection of Goethe notgeld would represent a

challenging but rewarding enterprise.
***

The September and October issues of "World Coinsrr contained features on chess in numis-
matics. Witn reference to chess theme notgeld it was reported that the Kahla issues were
more in the nature of admittance sourvenirs to a chess match than money' Veteran collectors
of the series notgeld of 1921 are never disturbed by statements suggesting their collections
may contain specimens of notes never 'ractually used as money.'r This fact in no way detracts
from the desiieability or the value of the notes. It is generally accepted that the series not-
geld were issued with tne collector in mind and no apologies are necessary' From the stand-

[oint of the more imaginative collector, this makes them even more interesting than the
irequently drab and tifeless issues which were issued solely for utilitarran purposes' Notgeld
collectors are especially sensitive to criticism on this point in view of the proliferation 

-of
recent made for the collector numismatic offerings such as proof sets, rrartrr coins, medals'
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