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THENUMBERGAME

By Tudor Morris
In his 1989 Serienscheine catalogKai Lindman divides serial numbers into two main

types: Type I, in which the horizontals of numbers 2 and 7 are curved and number 4 is open at the

tob; fyp" 2, in which the horizontals of 2 and 7 are straight and 4 is closed; and "Spezialtypen'"

My purpose here is to analyze these types in some detail and to suggest a clear

classification. All the examples are taken from notes in my own collection.

Dr. Arnold Keller discussed the significance of serial numbers for collectors in the Preface

to the 1954. sixth edition of Da.s Deutsche Notgeld, Kleingeldscheine, 1916-1922' IV' Teil:

Serienschelrre. This Preface was translated by David Block in Numismatics International Bulletin,

Vol. 13, Nr. 11, November 1979, pages 373-400.

His conclusions regarding the present matter are as follows: "In type I the top or bottom

stroke of the 2,5 or 7 is curved; the 4 is usually open at the top.

"Type II has the horizontal strokes of 2,5 andT straight; the 4 is closed' There is also a

mixed typt, fyp.I but with a closed 4. In order to show both types clearly in the collection the

collectoimusi, therefore, try to get notes with serial numbers containing 2, 4, 5 or 7' For this

purpose 0, 1, 3, 6, 8 and 9 are neutral."

Block then adds in brackets: "A flat-topped 3, when present, shows the type to be II' A
curved-top 5 is neutral and all 4's are neutral," and Block refers the reader to his own findings on

the subject, "Numismatics International Bulletin," Vol. 12, Nrs. 2, February 1978, pages 45-49'
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This feature, "Classifying Notgeld by serial number types," is interesting, and my own

survey reinforces Block's categories. First, though, I offer some observations based on the

examination of my own extensive collection.
a) Fewer than 50 percent of the series of Serienscheine in Lindman's catalog have any

serial numbers. This is perhaps because of the expense involved, or maybe, through a

commendable lack of desire to over-exploit collectors! Many better-designed notes just have no

space for a serial number, or would have been spoilt by the addition of one.

b) In Type I numbers, one in three 4s are closed; in Type II numbers, one in five 4s are

open; 4, therefore, must clearly be regarded as neutral, as Block states.

c) Even in Type II numbers, curved-top 5 is more cortmon than flat-top 5, though the

curve is sometimes very slight; 5, therefore, must also be regarded as neutral.

d) Straight-top 5 is almost always indicative of a Type II number, for I have found two
examples where it appears in a Type I number.

'eaxeesEYPEL FoR

Moegeltondern L-868
Wlk aufFoehrL-1424b

e) Straighrtop 3 is not common, but I have found it only in Type II numbers.
f) The conclusion, therq is that only 2,7 andflat-top 3 are absolute indicators of number

type, with flat-top 5 not entirely to be trusted. If none of these digits appears in a serial number, it
cannot be classified.

I suggest the following fourfold classification of serial numbers:

Ia (curved 2 and 7, open-top 4)
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Ib (curved 2 and7, ctosed 4)

Butzbach L-204)

IIa (straight 2 aad 7. closed 4)

Some IIa notes have serial numbers with curved-top
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5., I have not found this on IIb notes'
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Dramburg L-276a

IIb (straiglrt 2 and7, oPen-toP 4)

Some IIb notes have serial numbers with straight-top 3. I have not found this on IIa notes 
j
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: , tvleny notes rn ofle,s colieffron wili have neutrai senal numbers of indeterminate type. Isi this a probtem? Not reaily, because in the Lindman -rr.t"g;;;;;;;;;* series in which, r, notes ul._ rug;.llssified solely on the basis ofwhether their serial numb;r;;.;;. i or iro.u.
Usually there are other factors such as color, size, width, number of digits, etc. Ev; when.

such factors are absent, the Type I and Type II notes ares usually cataloged ut tfr" same price.
There are a few interesting exceptions. The one Mark note of Broacker, L_lg0b;is

cataloged at 10 Deutsche Mark, if Type I, and, attwo DM if Type II. My note has a neutral serial
number 000819, so I will never know its real value. J t ' - -J -' - 

!,__
My 25-Pfennig note of Cuxhaven,L-24l,has the serial numb er Al4l64,with two closed

4s, which makes it neutral. But the 50-pf note has a clear IIa serial nurnber llli.407 and the print

rtaft pARaU5 MUNar;!

Lobenstein L-787a OFFSEiORUCh rnuicFEr

Ueckermuende L_1317

Iooks the samq so I will_gladly settle for both notes sas being Type II, worth one DM eachinstead of four DM. Such situations ** ,o rare that thrf ; ody be regarded as curiosities.I do hope that other collectors will now,.rrr# rto roiut numbers on the Serienscheineto see if they agree with my observations.
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What could be better thanavisit from St. Nikolas?
What about a visit To St. Kai at his igloo on the prussian plain, a vsritable Notgeld

workshop ofbooks, Notgeld, works in progress, unanswered correspord"nru -- you get thepicture. ' r

His toy (make that Notgeld) shop is manned by a jolly white bearded elfwith works
continually in progress. When one is finiihed, half a doren othrrc are on tris minO.

A rnan of many talents, he is a teacher of several zubjects, including Endisf,, a musiciaq
is fond of the railroad history of his area, has an interest in siock and bond-certi-ficates, is the
author of special volumes on Notgeld topics and reads and speaks Finnish.

His goodies are found hanging from the shelves, and go on and on: toy trains, souvenirs
frorn other places, trays ofNotgeld, books and boxes froUinf,,future works.,i

However, Santa's workshop is somewhat modern.alJo, making best use of a computer,
copymachine, printer" FAX and a bookbinding operation What else cotrld Santa need to keep
buqy on long winter nights?

St. Kai's interest runs deep in early publications on Notgeld, a high respect for the effortsofDr. Arnold Keller, a sense of to publish, publish, publish.urgency
Awork now only sketched out on paper will be beer themes on Notgeld (he doesn't drink

beer); also topics of bells, music on Notgeld, and tax receipts which Iooked like Notgeld.
St. Kai decried the abuse found in Notgeld collections offered to him: notes in albums butwith glue on them, photo hirrge remainders, stench from being stored in darop basements, even

notes trirffned with scissors to eliminate or other abuse, which at times reduces the note to
only its main pdrtrait.

"Who would havdit?,'he asks.

glue

"Who would be proud to show such a monstrosity in his
collection?" the jolly old elf asks. "It is fit only for the garbage biq" he rails

Asked what when owflers of fine collections
collections are sold as a or tossed out with the other junk, perhaps a collection of a lifetime.

Lindman blames owner of the collection for such rash disposals. Rather than leave an
mventory of the an idea ofits value, the owner might not want the survivors to knowhow much money he had away over the years in building the collection.

Or perhaps the did
("something I'll do

not want to spend the time in building the inventory

Thus are lost the some of which were never catalogued, perhaps taken
forever from the recorded of Notgeld.

And not just Notgeld, Kai points out. Books, auction catalogs, magazines are also
manna for the maw ofthe

There is an element of
keep the collection, or at least
deposit box!!).

who are humble, modest, who don,t seek publicity, who
valuable items, in the local safe deposit box (there is no safety

A more prudent would be an inventory of,at least the scarce items in the hands of
an attorney, known to the as directions are given for gifts to family members, collector
friends, or to be offered for
the owner.

by a specified auction house or a minimum value in the mind of

In the rush to clear clothing and personal items of the recently deceased owner,
valuable collections, subject, are fair game.

St. Kai has recentiy the letter the task of updating the Fick-Siemsen workB m
a long winter ahead, he plans to have volume A ready by

ofDr. Keller on Circulating
the early spring..

December LggT _5_

THE NOTOETD KORi{ER

die, St. Kai replied that often the

out
whatever

x.*



:TFN E ]RAK'JI'UIR B O O X(S'T'O RE

V/e hal'e a fe-w *clditicns which rnay interest reaciers'

There is a flew supply of the Sch'retrau'a bock cn Sachsen' This was the province r'v:th the

greatest number ofNotgeld-iss,-ring tov/ns. The bc'olis lisis all issr-les fr*m 1914 uo 
'n"'37t:;

[ugrr, $20 pcstpaid, oJhand. We have been tcld tliat Schoenawa works in progress iaolude

Thueringen, then Schiesien (Silesia).

R-udolf fuchter adds a new volume tc his stable oil'lotgeld bocks on the oid

,,r,i;sftialr-Iiungarian Empire, ltiis tirte cailed Lagergeld, Prisoner of Vdar pieces' Retaii pric.:'*

:i37.50, otr hand.

lvirr Leirnus has writ'ten aboi:t peper money of Estonia, Eesti Vu{}at'iigtrah*d 19t8"{992'

i.rr.rblisl'rert in Tallinn in 1993. Ttrrere arc 97 pages of text and 85 color plates; we can orcier fi;r

ai:out $25. Summaries a-re in English and Russian'

The J{JNiGDC fi*rrgr/ea iscker Orsden }{otes) book 1o-v Kai n'indman is bein6 pr*par;d for

ai: i,ngiisli edition.

{ E"FT-ru-r30,
rSr.IiA A r.-sl.var!

r,^:, :.;r:;'r' lg i/,".Li.:llas Si;llge,;,iiills" i ii:ili ;, s;.cLlcr:.t rrf Vi_LniLls\,;..r -:l:;.V. j ltCi;- ;;r thc .\tu;.risllrai.ic t)ci:et*tu;ciii or.tL,.c 5:rlicnal
l,luscr:.ln of f-ithr.xrrri;r. I aru .r iuasror of ar1s. Ity i)clcl of i-reterest isnu;rrisulatics :rre<l I irave rnainkri:icd ury bachcil,r,s dcgr*e" ,,\Forks
o1' tr)ovifas Kara:zr1it i_rr thc Lithua*ian i\ruuisruatic 1i*1rt_,, itr.rvrite-1" thell ralks ;rirout liarazij. rvhich vr.e co.,.,ercd ir. our,rarlu.atry_
Fcbnriry isi;ue, rvritten by Snrilgeviiius].

I'rara;l!;2's article, ,,l-trre Sasdiai FIoarci" is thc lasr bocrk that
r:eumined unpu.blislaed after the aurhor,s dea.ti.i.. lt rvas furished ie
1952 and the autllo;: Ciscussed thc Sautiai iro;ird of xiae first tv-pe
fifliuatiaq coits. iror tlrrec y.ears thc auttrror rvels unaole to publish
it ;fc-r rsasor$ tilat I rlo rot iiraow. Now I ::ril taijrlg cari alrcut
pxblisirfug of this book an<i as soo1l as it _is llr.rblislir:C I rvilf scnd
}'ou a ccpY.

You:rrc absolutcly right that povil;ts l{lar.to.i1i,; \y!.otc a sfudy
abour I-ithuaniara uumisma tics, but. ulrf,oriuuatelr: it disappe-arc<I
after his dc:rth- ieJso s-r.i.ssng wils lais sttlcty ai:<tut l)auevei-1.s, 

.wherc

Karazija ryas b<-:ru"

i iiave rcad with great iatertx;t -"l'lmt 1c., Iu.ve clone i_u thc
fiel<i of Litiluauiill numisuratics aud I tidrel": you ;rave cione theruost
it resca:rcirirrg aud popu.larizati.on of it. rLtrso, the editiou of .[he
Kniglrt is urd<i,.ic ilr thc iristory of }-ithueai:rt riuuisluatics.

I arn sec,kitg fufor*ration about tl:.e fi_i:stI-itirualraa coi_irs.
Fiox'i ,^r writiug rrry thcsis to obtain ;r fl]astc:: cl scictccs cletgrce.
ll: r: tilcsi.s is catittred, "The problecr of iire vcr.1; flrst coi:rs of
-",jtun?l in historiography." I havc read rhe var.ious sources, i.e.

;-orras Karys, articles in the US6.-priltcd Aidai, ::.rti other-s. tsut
maybc tllerc .r{e Arucricau lluttrrors who rrrotc aixrut tircse coins. I
w'oul<l alrirr'eciiute ;rny inforuttion, if poss.ible.

\Yith bcst wisires for you an<l ycur il.e\r'slirl)3r, Sir:.ccrely,
.v*ourc,Vvtautas Srnilgeviiius, A:t;caalo Str'. i., 2()01, Yihriurs,
i.ithuania.

j
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K-4892e $22.50
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l Stassfurt Oct. l, lglg 5, l0 Mark K_469 $6
Stassturt Sept. t, tg2t 25 (6), 501iy nft._r225 $6*Stavenhagen ND 25, 50 pt f fvfark L_tZ26a(2 with control Nr.) $4.50xStavenhagen ND I0, 25, 50 pfL-t2hflbn*utrrgUa iiZS.StecklenberslET:Ju]v i, tszt 2s:50(3) pf L_12 27a$3.25*
Stedesand Oct. 10, tg20 25,40pif_tzZtl $1.25*
Stedesand Oct. 10, lgZO 60,75pf L_1228 V $1.25*Steinbach/Meiningen ND 50 pf L_lZ3}No Control Nr. $4*
lteinburg Nov. 12, lglg 1,2, 5 Mark K_470$3.50
SteinfeldJune30, tg20 50pt t-iZsla $.65*
lt.iryt9 July 30, te20 s0 pf L_t23lb $.6s*
Steinfeld Juty 3 t, tg20 50 e)pf L_1Z3lc $1.25*
l"inletq Jury 31, 1s20 2s 1+jnr L_1231d $2.s0x
Steinfeld ND 75 p! 1 Mari L_1231e ,,Beschirm,,$1.25*
steinfeld ND 75 pf, I Mark L-t231f $2.50*
Steinheid ND 10, 50 pf p-S 2424 $2.75*
Steinheim/Westfalen IVIarch 1g, l92i 25, SOp{, 1 Mark L_LZ3Z $Z*
!te]]1nSen Oct. t, tg.ZA 50,75 pf; t, 2 Mark L_1234aI;5*
Stellingen-Lengenfelde nui so ri i'ivr*t L_1234b $2.50*StendaUAltmark Juty ts, tg2t so iil pf L_1236 $5*Sternberg/I\deck. ND 70,2S,SO pf flf Z37a Reutergeld $2.25xSternberg/Meck. ND 5d,l5 121, f oO 1:1 pf L_t237b $4.25*Stettin Juty t, tg2t 2s, sO pif-_f i39b $4*
Steuin Jan. l, lg22 25, S0 e),75 pf L-1239c $5*
lr.trio Jan. t, tszz 2s, (2),' s'6 (3);t; (2) pf L-t23ed $e*StockelsdorfND I Mark {_Dqbil.oi-
Stoeckheim ND 50 (Z)pf L_IZ41b $6*
l,o.LUoe Nov. 15, iglB s Mark t<-itt $3.25

l*llP*U Aug. 9, 1923 100,000 Mark K_488892a $2.7s
IroJ.t"Uo* Aug. 9,. tg23 t nainio, fufart K_4892c$2.50
stollberg sept. 1, 

19:: 10_0,000; 
soqoo a;2,5,10, 50, 100 Millionen Mark

!,"]lU:.g Oct. 12, tsz3 l liitti*O.liarr K-4891 $2.50Stolp/Pommern ND 
:9, l: l! l, tJ0, 2 Mark L-tLk4aSchecks $3.75*Stolp/Pommern ND 5!:T y f , f .SO, 2Nlark L-tzk4bSchecks $3.75*StolplPommern ND 
?,0:]s li,l; i.;0; 2 Mark L-tz44c Schecks $3.7s*Stolzenan/Weser April 30, tgit zs, sti (2),75 e)pf L_tz45all4*Stotzenau/Weser N{ay_ t, igzt so til, 1s qzlpf L_1245b $5*Stotel Feb. I t, tg2t SO,IS pf f-l\iia$1.25*

Stotet Feb. I t, tszr zs (4)ptr_iqti$2.50*
Strasburg/Ucker l92l 25,'5}pt f Uart L-124g $2.25*StrausburglBrandenburg S.pt. f , tg,il ttZ(4), l, 2 Mark $4*Striegau/schlesien septimair yjzt ii t l,\o'pj,,{friiir_nfimap $4*Stroebeck ND I Mar[ L_t263cm-S.ii- \-/ - -
Stuetzerbaclr/A tgLl 50 (5),Ts <ilWf-Jl56a $5*
StuetzerbachAV June lg}l lA,25,'sApf I,_tZSOt $Z*
ftuftslra-ap il 21, 1s21 s0 1i) eir_ ri58 $3.25 *
Suchsdorf ND 25 e),50 pf L_i2oo Sii
Suderode/Ila rz May 13, tg2t 7 5 (4)- it f- ne t S2. 50*

December 1997 -7-
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Suederbrarup ND 50 (S) PfL-1263b Plebiscite $5*
Suederbrarup ND 1 Mark L-1263c $2.50*
Suederbrarup 1920 25,50 Pf 2 Mgk L-1263d $2*
Suelze ND 10, 25,50 Pf L-1268 Reutergeld $2.25*
Suesel Nov. 4, 9zA I Mark (50+50 P0 50 (2)PfL-1270a $1.25
Suesel Nov. 4, 1920 I Mark (75+25 Pf) 6 colors, L-1270b $35*
Sulza, Bad/Thuer. July 19, l92l 70,25,50 (2) 75 (2) Pf L-1272 $4*
SuhlND 25 (4),30 (4), s0 (4) PfL-127r guns $10*
Swinernuende March 18, 1922 25, 5A,75 Pf, 1 Mark L-12744 $2.50*
Tangermuende April l,l92l 10,25,50 PfL-1276 $2*
Tary3stedt ND 25 (2), 50 {2),75 (z)pf L-1277 $ls*
Tanna/Reuss Jan. l, 1920 5 Pf P-S 2468d $5*
Tar-,rnrodaJuly 15, 1921 10,25,50fL-1278 $2*
Tegernsee/Bayern June 1, 1921 10, 2A,30. 40 PfL-1281 $6*
T'eterowND 10, 25PfL-1284 Reutergeld $1.50*
lieuchern March 192125,50 Pf L-1285 $1.25*
Ihale/tlarz Jan. 1, l92l l0 PfL-1288a $.65*
Thale/Harz 19213 Mark L-12889 $1.25t
Thale/tlarz Johanni l92L 5,75,1A0 Pf L-1288h $2*
ThalelHarz l92l 1,3 Mark L-1288 I $7*
Thannhausan 10, 25,50 PfP-S 2488c $10*
ThesdorfND 25 (2), s0 (2), 7s (2)PfL-1289 $12.s0*
Thesdorf ND 25,50 pf L-1289 III Red control Nr. $15*
Tieturt Aug. r, 1921 25 (2), s0 (2) 75 (2)PtL-1291 $4*
TiefurtAug. l, l92l 50,75PfL-1291 $1.25*
Tilsit Nov. lL,1921 50,75 Pf, 3 Mark L-1292 $7.50*
Tinglefl Derynark April l, l92O,l Mark; April 10, 1920,50 pf L-1293a, c$2.50x
Tinglefl Denrnark Apr:l 10, 1920 S0 pf L-1293b Single color $3.50*
Tinnum/Sylt ADril l, t92l50 pl t, 2 Mark L-l294 $g*
Tondern Feb. 10, l92A 20,25,50PfL-1296 $2.25*
Tonndorf-Lohe March 30,192120,3A,50 Pq I Mark L-1297a$2.50*
Tonndodlohe July ' ,l92l I Mark Q)L-1297c $1.25*
Torgau Feb. 10, \92125,50 Pf L-1298a dark blue $2.50*
Torgau Feb. 10, i92l 5,10,25,50 PfL-1298b $2.50*
Torgau Feb. 10, \921 5,10,25,50 PfL-1298c $2.50*
Torgau Nov. 1, 1922 rcA,500 Mark K-588 $5
Tostedt t92t 50PfL-1299 $1.25x
Trebnit/SchlesierlNov. 5, 1920 50 (2) Pf P-S 2501 i $4*
Trebnit/Schlesien\ June l, l92l L-1305a $5*
Treffirrt/TVerra D{:. l, 192150 (6) Pf L-1305b $5*

\ Special Offers

$uenyerbelSlScnfisien April t'g, tg?.t t0,25,50 L-893 $25 (to end Dec. tgg|)
Nuernberg-Furth A\uminum streetcar tokens, Menzel 10406; Ludwigs - Eisenbahn
Nuernberg-Fuerth, A4enzel 10382; Regensburg streetcar tokens, Menzel ll4l4 Totall}tokens
each glued to paper back. Also, Nuernberg-Fuerth Strassenbahn Getd I92I by Captain Arthur
Hyman, 1965 $300

*Uncirculated

K-Keller catalogs; L-Lin*tman Seri enscheine ; p -S pick-Siemsen

THE FRAKTU& p,O. Itox 334,tol4Wis. 54945 
:'r'l

The Notgeld Hq{line: I (S00) 547 1067
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